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2019 SHOW DATES

Nov. 2 End of Year
 Banquet

Hello EMAA,

The board is working diligently putting the final touches for our annual 
meeting and banquet, this year’s theme is Vegas High Rollers. Thank you to all 
of you that purchased tickets--tickets will not be sold at the banquet. Doors will 
open at 5pm, please check in at the door. We look forward to seeing you!

The night will be filled with hundreds of awards, raffles, silent auctions,
door prizes, photo ops, and a balloon twister for our younger members. Our
annual election of officers for the terms 2020-2021 will be held prior to the
awards presentation. We are doing a few new things this year to assist with
making the night go smoother. There will be a seating chart to assure there are
enough tables for those who would like to sit together. We are also trialing a 
new way to hand out awards. The goal is to create more time for socializing, and 
possibly entertainment in the future. A bonus raffle and a discounted price will be 
offered with purchase of membership for the 2020 season during the event. 

All members are encouraged to bring an item for the silent auction, this is a 
great fundraiser for our club. A volunteer sign-up sheet will be posted, please 
consider being a volunteer for the 2020 season. The banquet takes volumes 
of work, please take a moment to thank all of your board and volunteers for 
assisting with making it a fun filled night. As a reminder, you must be present 
or have someone pick up your year-end awards.

See everyone in a few weeks.

Danielle Hawes, President
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EMAA Board of Directors Monthly Meeting 
September 11, 2019, Called to order at 7:06 pm.  
Attendance: Allison Jones, Kelly Beaubien, Jennifer 
Edwards, Larissa Lincoln, Sharon Murch, Kim 
Winger, Dani Maser, Rebecca Rett. Absent: Danielle 
Hawes, Emery Engers

Member Feedback
1. Amanda Ladd presented concerns to board about 

show rules on walk/trot and walk/trot/canter 
divisions

2. Suggestions to improve member awareness of 
rules and regulations
• Member packets
• More easily accessible links on website

Old Business:
1. Photo Contest status.
2. Electronic votes

• 9/1/19 – Unanimous, concessions list updated
• 9/2/19- Unanimous, Banquet ad prices, 

banquet ribbon order
• 9/2/19 – Unanimous, pizza party at EMAA IV

Secretary’s report:
1. August minutes review

• Electronic approval on 8/12/19, Jen Edwards 
and Kelly Beaubien 

Treasurer’s report:
1. Chase Balances –

a. August 1 – August 31: $65,857.61 - $64,874.74
• Aug 31,2019 balance is $64,874.74 vs August 

31, 2018 balance $62,452.79.
b. Sept 1 – Sept 11: $64,874.74 - $69,623.73

2. 2019 Memberships: 50 Family (3 Family w/
additional child), 77 Individual,  34 Youth

3. EMAA 4 Issues:
a. Exhibitors filling trash baskets with manure 
b. Misc:

• Campers plugged in before 9am on Friday 
(these must pay at the office as EMAA is 
charged)

• Weekend only campers cannot plug in until 
after 2pm or they must pay extra to cover 
the cost that EMAA is charged

• People not buying/displaying camper 
stickers; more campers counted than those 
paid and EMAA is being charged

• Tents plugged in without a camping sticker
• EMAA IVs loss was $200

4. Banquet – Nov. 2, 2019
a. Ticket sales end Oct 12.

• We have sold 47 adult & 10 children (as of 
Sept 11)

• We have only sold 17 tickets for the Saddle 
raffle

5. Insurance policy updates
Motion to approve: Allison, Second: Jen

President’s report:
1. Articles due Friday September 13th for 

newsletter. See Schedule.
2. Form committees with volunteer list from fall 

meeting after banquet 

Show Office Manager report:
1. Championship/Main ring ribbon count to assist 

with 2020 count
2. Status on trophies returned at EMAA IV

a. All but 1 member who was not at show returned
b. Member contact to arrange delivery of trophies 

Youth Director Report:
1. EMAA IV event overview

a. Costume class
b. Close to 20 participants 

Committee Reports:
• Judges: Jennifer Edwards-Chair. 
• Member spotlight: Larissa Lincoln-Chair
• Ribbons: Danielle Hawes-Chair
• Points: Kim Winger-Chair

• Working on 4th show and year end
• Suggestion Box/Camping Policy:  Emery Engers-

Chair
• Banquet: Dani Maser-Chair

• Vegas theme, balloon animals and face 
painting 

• Dressage-Kim Winger-Chair
• EMAA IV counts: 191 Arab/HalfArab, 36 OB, 

Total of 227 rides, 4 Waiting list not able to fit 
in

• Gymkhana/Trail/Ride for the Gold-Kelly 
Beaubien-Chair

New Business:  
1. IT/Software company to assist with new show 

program/App
2. EMAA IV recap
3. Webmaster backup- Allison
4. Banquet donations to date
5. Schedule banquet meeting or enough time with 

Oct meeting
• Decided to schedule separate banquet meeting

6. Slide show volunteer status
• No volunteers

7. What’s going on report
8. Banquet Baskets

• Sharon- Dog, Jen- Wine, Dani- Boy & Girl, 
Kelly- Teen & Whiskey, Allison- Self Wellness 
& horse, Kim- coffee/chocolate

Adjournment at 9:22 pm. Motion: Dani, Second by: 
Kelly

September Board of Director Meeting Minutes
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Ride for the Gold Challenge!
Congratulations to our finalists in the Ride for the Gold Challenge!

Emma Kassim
Trenton Hawes
Dylan Hawes

Peyton Stewart

Each finalist will be required to submit an essay answering the question:
If your horse were to be used in a therapy program, what traits does he or she have that would put a smile 

on the face of a child?

The Ride for the Gold Champion will be announced at the banquet on November 2nd!
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Meet a Member

HEIDI MISARAS
My name is Heidi Misaras and I have attended EMAA shows ever since 
I got my first and only horse back in 1998 and what a ride it has been. 
My horse Heartland Express (known around the barn as “Ex”) was 
13 years old when my parents purchased him for me, instead of a car 
when I turned 16. Twenty years later Ex is still showing and attended 
the last EMAA show in September at 33 years young to compete in the 
hunter pleasure classes. He is quite an amazing horse.

At nine years old I began taking lessons at Forest Hill Farm and after 
years of lessons started leasing horses to ride, show, and use on my 
high school’s equestrian team. After years of pleading with my parents 
I was lucky enough to get my first horse and the rest has been history. 
Prior to me owning him Ex earned multiple regional and national titles 
in Native Costume and Country English Pleasure. I still don’t know 
how I was lucky enough to be paired up with this amazing animal, 
but I am so glad it was me that he shared the last 20 years of his show 
experiences with. In the beginning Ex and I showed in Saddle Seat 
classes at class A, EMAA, West Michigan Arabian shows, equestrian 
team, and other open horse show circuits. Then when Ex was in his 
early twenties we made a switch to the Hunter division and have been 
showing that ever since. He has had numerous end of the year high 
point awards for EMAA as well as state championships for Equestrian 
team events. Ex is a one of a kind type of horse. His heart is huge, 
his drive to compete is amazing, and his desire to always take care 
of me while I am on his back is humbling. For this reason I trust him 
completely to take care of my six and four year old boys now when 
they take him into a lead line class or ride him around the barn at 
home. He is a horse that has risen to every challenge I have given him 
and has fit all the new twists and turns of my life. From the 16 year old 
kid to the now mother of two, he has been there with me. He is part of 
the family, but also has always had that competitive edge to give me 
chills while on his back and leave me in awe of his talent. 

If you see us around at any EMAA shows feel free to come up and chat. 
At 33 years old Ex still loves coming out for a chance to go around 
the ring. Whether it is in lead line with one of the two boys that love 
him dearly or with me in a hunter class, he still gives it his all. He is 
the type of horse that doesn’t know anything less than one hundred 
percent and that is what makes him so amazing.
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Meet a Member

LEESA RODGERS
Nine and half years ago I found a horse that turned out 
to be my best friend and show partner. Over the years 
together we have grown into a great team. Chance is 
well known at our barn for his personality and has the 
nickname Mr. Love. He’ll give you kisses for treats and 
will do about anything for twizzlers. His best friend 
is a Quarter horse named dejia, who lives down the 
road. Chance’s and I show career start at open and 4-H 
shows, which meant showing mainly against stock type 
horses. You’ll find us in  classes such as showmanship, 
huntseat equitation and pleasure, western 
horsemanship and pleasure and trail. My favorite 
classes with him include anything with a pattern. I 
believe that’s when our teamwork is best shown. As a 
team we have won many classes and collected many 
year end awards. My favorite accomplishment with 
him is winning my first circuit champion saddle trophy 
in 2014.  It was a goal of mine for a couple years and 
took me 4 years to finally win it. I ride in the saddle at 
home as a reminder how hard work pays off and the 
determination needed to get their. 

I started showing at EMAA after a judge told me to stop 
being a chicken and start showing against  my own 
breed. It took some adjustment but I have enjoyed the 
last 4 years showing with the EMAA family.  

Fun fact about Chance: He loves to go for rides in the 
trailer and is a social butterfly. 
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Meet a Member

RILEY EBERHART
I was introduced to the EMAA family in 2010, I didn’t 
know many people and I knew nothing about Arabian 
horse show’s. Everyone at EMAA helped me learn 
and welcomed me with such open arms! Nine year’s 
and three wonderful horses later this association has 
brought so many amazing people and friendships into 
my life! I can’t wait to create more memories and gain 
new people in the year’s to come!
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Meet a Member

AMY SOMMER
Hi, my name is Amy Sommer.

I live on a small modest horse farm in Jackson along with 
my husband Steve of 10 years and our daughter Kaitlynn. 
Our son Zachary is a freshmen at Central Michigan 
University. We own six Arabian horses. My profession, 
I have been blessed with my dream job of working with 
animals as a Radiology Technologist at MSU Animal 
Hospital.

When I was a teenager, I competed in 3-day eventing. 
During the summers, I helped with a handicapped 
riding program that was held at a nearby Arabian Farm. 
Eventually I ended up boarding my horse there. I groomed 
for this farm at Arabian horse shows to help offset my 
board costs. That is where I fell in love with the Arabian 
breed.

My parents bought my first 3/4 Arabian mare when I was 
15. I have competed in all disciplines except ranch horse 
and reining, which by the way are on by bucket list. I 
have owned and shown numerous Arabians before kids 
and Steve came along. My proudest moment showing 
horses in my earlier years was when I took my Arabian 
gelding “General Jackson,” that I trained on my own and 
won 11 Regional Titles in one year. I competed at Mason 
fairgrounds at Arabian shows before there was an indoor 
arena. Yes, I am that old.

Steve and I have been co-leaders of Reins and Riders 4H Club in Ingham County for 6 years. In 4H, I work on 
giving back to the horse community and helping kids grow, develop and learn about horses. Watching a kid 
grow and flourish is my biggest reward.

I have been a 4H horse judge for 24 years. My next goal/adventure is getting my Arabian judges card along 
with some other breed cards.

I have participated at EMAA events for many years and thoroughly enjoy showing with my family along 
with our extended EMAA families. In 2016 I was pleasantly surprised with being presented the Darrin Miller 
Sportsmanship Award. To say the least, I was very honored and humbled. What I appreciate the most about 
showing at EMAA is even though we are competing against each other, I see people always helping each other 
out and the words of encouragement shared, are so remarkable.

Thank you for the opportunity of telling my story. I wish everyone a safe and blessed off season!


