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**TENTATIVE** 
2019 SHOW DATES

EMAA I (Mason) - TBA

EMAA II (MSU) - June 21-23

EMAA III (Shiawa.) - July 12-14

EMAA IV (Mason) - TBA

President’s Letter
Hello EMAA,

As 2018 comes to an end I have been analyzing the progress towards 
our goals and have concluded that our biggest obstacle this year was 
still time management. Without cutting classes we were able to 
rearrange the show bill, giving time to socialize with our fellow 
horseman and still get  home at a decent time. 

In addition, we were able to add some new things this season like the 
ride for the gold and fun activities for the youth. We launched a new 
website this year and will continue to find ways to increase 
communication and simplify ways for members to do things. The 
budget is in progress for 2019 and end of year numbers are almost 
finalized. 

I would like to thank all of our members and supporters for making 
this Association what it is today. Although we did get through most 
of what we wanted to achieve for 2018, there is much to do in 2019. 
This will be my second year, but first full term as President. I have 
already started planning agendas for 2019 and am excited to get our 
two new board members to work in January. 

We had four great shows, almost perfect weather and a wonderful 
banquet. I loved seeing everyone join in on the banquet theme and 
enjoying everyone’s company. 

We are still waiting on two contracts to be sure but, the shows should 
be the same weekends in 2019. As we receive the information we will 
be getting it out so you can plan your summer. As always feel free to 
contact the board with ideas, suggestions or questions at anytime. 

Have a great holiday and I look forward to seeing you in 2019!

~Danielle Hawes, President~
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2018 Banquet Recap
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      The 32nd year of EMAA commenced with a 

fantastic banquet and award ceremony with 270 of 

our favorite members, friends and families! This 

event also serves as our Annual Meeting where we 

welcomed in 2 new members to the Board of 

Directors. Allison Jones and Emery Engers will start 

their terms in January 2019. EMAA sincerely thanks 

Kristan Sayers for her years of service on the board 

and years of deduction to all the members, as her 

term came to an end. 

      After Justify became the 13th horse to win the 

Triple crown earlier in 2018, it only seemed fitting to 

theme the banquet as the Kentucky Derby Party. The 

members showed their support for the choice by 

dressing for the Derby! Ladies  wore colorful, fun, and 

festive Derby styled hats and we even saw a jockey out 

there selling 50/50 tickets! The best hat contest 

flaunted unique hand designed hats sporting deer 

antlers and roses on one, and wistful butterflies on 

another. The balloon man was busy entertaining 

everyone with his balloon creatures.  The table 

decorations were on point! The photo booth looked 

amazing and based on all the facebook photos that 

were shared the next few days, it was a hit!! 

      Another highlight of the event were the banquet 

program books. These high quality handouts 

showcased advertisements from vet clinics, blanket 

repair, massage therapy,  training barns, lesson 

programs  as well as heartfelt congratulatory 

announcements to our members from family and 

friends. We will certainly continue this type of 

program book into the future. if you’d like to see your 

pages in next years book, watch for newsletter 

updates. 

      And how about those awards?!?! Screen printed 

chairs, embroidered blankets, embroidered tote bags, 

grooming products, saddle pads,  bridle bags, and so 

much more! Great thought, ideas, and planning went 

into the awards this year, and it showed!!
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      Our 50/50 ticket sales may have been a record high! 

We were able to award $484.50 to two separate winners! 

It seems every few years we see a perpetual trophy retire. 

This year it was the treasured Darin Miller Memorial 

Award. Sharon Bass, the original sponsor of the award, 

was our special guest for the evening. Multiple 

nominations were received and voted on by the board. 

Sharon Bass made the final presentation of the award to 

Gabrielle Dingell, who was moved to tears. 

      As always, the members of EMAA are what make us 

such a wonderful club. We want to hear from you! We 

welcome any suggestions for future banquets related to 

time management, awards and prize ideas , themes, or 

additional activities! 

Thanks for making the banquet such a fun event year 

after year!!

      ~Jennifer Edwards ~

BANQUET RECAP:

● 270 tickets sold

● $593 made from silent auction

● $588 made on raffle buckets 

● $473 made from advertising 

● $10,547 spent on meals and facility rental

● $503 spent on decorations and activities 

● $4507 spent on ribbons and trophies

● $9088 spent on awards

● $837 spent on program books

      THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS:

Products and Gift Certificates:

● Buffalo Wild Wings - Howell,  

●  Howell Western Wear - Howell

● Pet X - Howell

● Tony Saccos - Canton, Hartland, Novi

     Cash donations & reduced cost products for raffles:

● Crestview Tack Shop, Mason

● Horse Blanket Headquarters, Wixom



Riding for More Than Gold

Be sure to follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/emaa.org 
Sign up for EMAA Marketing Emails on our website: emaa.org

In the late summer of 2017, the EMAA Board was asked to participate in a program designed to bring awareness 

and raise money for an organization that brought joy to the lives of chronically ill children through equine 

interaction. Not only did these kids have the chance to learn about basic horse care and riding skills, some of 

them were even sponsored for local competitions using the kind and versatile Arabian horse. Angel Heart Farm  

has partnered with many other Arabian clubs and associations to help raise funding and awareness to their 

cause, and EMAA was definitely up to the task. At the time, the board was very interested but our show season 

was coming to a close, and we didn't feel there was enough time to get this opportunity running at full force.

I am proud to say each of our finalists rose to the challenge of this essay. The board received three well written 

and researched essays from our finalists and would like to congratulate our winner Trenton Hawes. Trenton 

was thorough in explaining his many reasons and ideas on how horses could help children with illness, and I 

feel that he will do a great job continuing to support the Ride for the Gold challenge as our 2019 RFTG 

Ambassador. If you have a youth rider in your barn family, please encourage them to join the challenge next 

year! ~Kelly Beaubien~
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The 2018 show season brought many changes with a new show bill and 

organization of classes, but one of my main goals heading into this 

season was putting together a program that fulfilled the main principles 

of what Angel Heart Farm stands for. Traditionally, an association or 

club will appoint one class (typically a walk/trot equitation class) to act 

as the Ride for the Gold Challenge. The winner of the class would be 

awarded with an beautiful Gold neck ribbon, and the class fees collected 

from that class would be donated to Angel Heart Farm. This tradition has 

been picked up by many of the Class A organizations across many States, 

but I was hoping that EMAA  could pull together something a little 

different. Something that meant more than just riding for another 

ribbon. 

The EMAA Ride for the Gold Challenge is open to any rider under the age 

of 18. After adding a $10 donation fee to Angel Heart Farm to their office 

fees, each rider is to designate two classes (equitation or showmanship) 

that they plan to accumulate points for throughout the show season. The 

riders with the top five point scores will be named as our Ride for the 

Gold Finalists. But this is not your average high point award..... Each 

finalist was asked to submit and essay answering the question: “How 

can horses help children with life threatening illness?”

Angel Heart Farm  has 

partnered with many other 

Arabian clubs and associations 

to help raise funding and 

awareness to their cause
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Board of Director Meeting Minutes
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Board Minutes November 14th, 2018

Present:  Danielle Hawes, Larissa Lincoln, Kristan Sayers, Jennifer Edwards, Dani Maser, Sharon Murch, and 

Kim Winger. Absent: Rebecca Rett. Called to Order by Danielle Hawes 7:10 PM

1. Banquet Review

a. Each board member spoke about the banquet and how they thought it went

2. Kait Bullock

a. We have motioned to increase her monthly web maintenance fees to $125 vs $100 and keep the 

$75 for each issue of newsletter.  Approved

3. Judges Report

a. We have secured 2 judges and they are longer distance, so we will secure more local judges for 

the other 2 shows.  We are looking into flying in the judges that are farther away to make sure we 

choose the least expensive options.

4. What’s going on with Jen

a. Show Pro Software- it would put us all electronic at the shows and would help tremendously 

with gate sheets, multiple rider changes, etc.  Danielle spoke with them also, and the charges 

were higher than what Jen was quoted so she will be verifying all details to share at the next 

meeting

5. Secretary’s Report

a. October Minutes have been sent via email and were approved

6.  Treasurer’s Report

a. Chase Balances: Sept. 29 – Oct. 31: $62,139.59 7 • Nov. 1 – Nov. 14: $53,707.63
b. 2019 Memberships as of Nov 14: 20 Family (1 Family w/additional child), 17 Individual, 5 Youth
c. 2019 Show Status:

i. Mason (EMAA I) – May 17-19, 2019 (tentative) – Contract not received
ii. MSU (EMAA II) - June 21-23, 2019 - Contract completed
iii. Shiawassee (EMAA III) – July 12-14, 2019 - Contract completed
iv. Mason (EMAA IV) – Sept. 6-8, 2019 (tentative) – Contract not received

7. President’s Report

a. Newsletter articles are due by 12-7-18

b. Jen has volunteered to do a banquet recap, Kelly will share with her what she wrote last year for 

an example

c. ByLaw legal review in progress for 2019

d. Need a ribbon count early 2019 which will be done by show office manager

8. Youth Director

a. Dani said the kids were very happy at the banquet and were thrilled with the balloon artist

b. A-Ok award will be done again for 2019

Meeting adjourned at 9:58 PM motioned by Jen and seconded by Larissa. Minutes approved via email



Meet a Member: Peyton Stewart
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      Hi, my name is Peyton Stewart and I am thirteen years old. This is my first year showing E.M.A.A. I 

have a nine year old grey Arabian named Desi. I train at Double Star Equestrian and this is my first year 

showing E.M.A.A. I love the competition and friendly atmosphere. I look forward to next year and the 

exciting opportunities that it presents.

Youth Report

      The addition of the balloon artist to the banquet was a huge hit. Adults and kids enjoyed the 

balloon twisting for hours! Kids also had a lounge area complete with large stuffed animals and fuzzy 

rugs with different puzzles to play with and had a great time. Looking forward to the new year and 

new fun at the 2019 EMAA shows! Thank you for a great year! ~Dani Maser~
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      I have been riding horses since I was about two weeks 

old and have been a member here at EMAA consistently 

for the last three years. I grew up riding my mom’s Half 

Arabian, King, who she used for barrel racing, and the 

mare that “started” our herd, Savannah, who was a 

purebred Arabian off the race track. There have been 

many more horses in my life. For today, I will go back to 

the start of my love for the show ring.

      One of Savannah’s sons, Asil Fadhem, would become 

my first horse. He was a big black purebred gelding that 

really started my love of the show ring, starting in 

western and hunt seat. After I had him for a few years, we 

were introduced to Tia Zukowski, and have considered 

her family ever since. She helped Fad and I shape up and 

look the best we had ever looked. Sadly in 2006, we 

suddenly lost Fad, which was the night that I vowed I 

would never connect with a horse again. For almost a 

year, I did not ride a single horse. Only doing barn chores 

and going home. Until my mom talked me into taking one 

of our youngsters back out to Tia for training. To this day, 

I cannot thank my mom, Tia, and Portia enough for 

getting me back in the saddle and loving horses again.

      Which brings us to Portia. In 2003, our first Friesian 

Arabian cross, born out of one of Savannah’s purebred 

daughters. This little black filly was a spitfire compared 

to many of the foals we have had. We named her HRA FES 

FAD PORTIA, and 15 years later, she is my main show 

horse. Over the past couple of years, she has gained quite 

the following and she has loved every minute of it. 

Showing in Hunt Seat, Show Hack, Native Costume, 

Halter, Trail, and Saddleseat, this mare shows just how 

versatile the Arabians are.

      My next horse is The Toi Maker+/, an 

Arabian/Saddlebred cross. I have had “Toi” since 2011 

and have loved him to the moon and back. I first fell in 

love with him in 2008 when he was handed to me at the 

gate of my first Class A showmanship class. Now in his 

“retirement”, he and I are on the Kalamazoo County 

Sheriff's Mounted Division. Here we patrol college 

football games, the county fair, any festivals in 

downtown Kalamazoo, and other assignments 

whenever we are asked for. His favorite part of the job 

is photobombing people taking selfies. We even had 

an article written on our work in the Arabian Horse 

Life Magazine.

      And my final horse is Mi Fads Kalamazoo Gal, ¾ 

Arabian ¼ Friesian, born in 2016. “Shelby” is Portia’s 

one and only foal, and the last by Mi Fire Love+//. She 

is my pride and joy and I cannot wait to see what our 

future holds for us. She has shown in the halter 

classes here at EMAA the past two seasons.

      I am blessed to have grown up with parents that 

supported my horse and horse show desires all of 

these years. I am thankful to Tia and Lisa Zukowski 

for all of their help along the way as well. And I can’t 

forget about my husband, Warren, who deals with my 

shows, helps and supports me all along the way. I love 

the EMAA family and look forward to many years of 

showing with you all. Portia, Shelby, Warren, and I 

will see you all next year!
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Each month we will be including a “Meet the Board” section in our newsletter. 
Board Member of the month: KAIT BULLOCK - WEBMASTER

Meet the Board

Send a message to the entire Board: 
emaaweb@gmail.com or fill out the contact form on the website

Individual Board Member Contact Information: emaa.org/contactus

This past June, my husband, Kyle, and I purchased an 11 acre 
farm, and after 16 years of board Staccato, we were finally 
able to welcome him home! 

We also have 3 alpacas to keep him company: Norm, Virgil 
and Ernie  are the perfect companions for him-as he is the 
low man on the totem pole when with other horses. We 
hope to sell the alpacas’ fleece and yarn once they are 
sheared, and we also look forward to doing some showing 
and breeding with them in the future. The alpaca industry is 
quite different from the horse world, but it is fun to learn 
about these “camel poodles”.

My art/design passion comes from a family line of artists 
and designers. I earned a BFA in Digital Media from Kendall 
College of Art and Design in 2012 and have been working in 
the design industry ever since. The business my husband 
and I run is “Bullock Button Company”--we create custom 
pins, magnets and bottle openers. We find staying busy 
keeps us out of trouble...most of the time.

I love learning new things and meeting new people! 
Staccato and I look forward to meeting you at future EMAA 
Shows! Feel free to contact me anytime at info@emaa.org. 
Appreciate it! Kait Bullock

Hi EMAA! I am very excited to be a part of 
the EMAA team and assist in connecting 
members to the best of my ability through 
our website! I have been an avid 
equestrian since I first wiggled my feet in 
the stirrups at 8 years old and got my first 
horse, an Arabian named MSU Staccato, 
when I was 12. 

Staccato and I have done nearly 
everything together--from contesting  to 
dressage--and still train together to 
sharpen our skills in 2nd Level Dressage. 
Staccato is going to be 21 years old in May 
2019, but he has such heart and 
enthusiasm for every ask I have, that I 
figure we’ll keep on truckin’ until he says 
it’s time to stop.  We look forward to 
competing at more EMAA shows in the 
2019 season!

Outside being your webmaster, I am an an 
artist, business owner, and farm owner.


