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Meet the 2020 Board

President
Danielle Hawes 

emaapresident@gmail.com

Secretary
Allison Jones 

secretaryemaa@gmail.com

Directors at Large
Kelly Beaubien

Kel.beaubien@yahoo.com

Lorraine Pelkey
atpondsedge@yahoo.com

Rebecca Rhett
dowrebec@gmail.com

Vice President
Jennifer Edwards

ambiance_arabians@hotmail.com

Treasurer & Memberships
Sharon Murch

EMAATreasurer@gmail.com 

Office Manager
Rebecca Rhett

dowrebec@gmail.com 

Show Manager
Victoria Guzmán

victoryequineservices@gmail.com

Youth Activities
Dani Maser

happyfeet7371@gmail.com

Dressage Secretary
Kim Winger

kimiwing@comcast.net

March 2020

tentative show 
dates:

eMaa i
ingham county Fairgrounds 

May 15-17 
closing date:  

May 8th

eMaa ii
MsU Pavilion 

June 26-28 
closing date:  

June 19th

eMaa iii
shiawasee Fairgrounds

July 17-19 
closing date:  

July 10th

eMaa iv
ingham county Fairgrounds 

september 11-13 
closing date:  

sep. 4th
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danielle hawes
President
My name is Danielle Hawes and I am your current EMAA 
President. I have been a part of EMAA for the past 20 years, 
with half of those years as an officer. I have dodged writing 
this bio for about a decade but they finally caught up to me, so 
here it goes. 

I have everything today because of my mom and dad, Jim and 
Debbie Peters. I have two older brothers Dennie and Darcie and 
a younger sister who also has been a huge supporter of EMAA, 
Kristan Sayers. I love my family, friends, horses, pigs, squirrels, 
the color pink, anything gaudy or with rhinestones and of 
course humor. I have a hard time when people do not follow 
the rules, I am very emotional and you may see me crying just 
watching a class or seeing someone I haven’t seen in awhile. 

When I was four, my dad told me I could get my own horse when 
I could lift a bale of hay. So, that winter they have numerous 
pictures of me trying to drag a bale through the snow and down 
the hill to feed. That spring, I was surprised with the most 
beautiful pony named Sugar. Our first show was at Davidson 
and we had a good showing, but I wanted to canter. My mom 
told me I wasn’t going to place if I moved up, but it has never 
been about the ribbon for me, so I threw my first two ribbons (a 
second and a fifth) on the ground and never looked back. 

My next horse was a Half-Arabian pony named Count Hi Flash 
who along with  an Arabian lesson horse named “Scooter”,  
taught me how to ride. My first Purebred Arabian was Ben Amir 
Raffski who to this day was the most plain but amazing horse I 
have ever owned. After Ben got injured there were many others 
that took me to Regionals, Youth Nationals, and National Show 
Horse Finals. I was blessed with many Top Five’s,Top Ten’s, 
and even 2 National Championships. 

From the age of twelve, I spent every summer with my other 
family down at Zukowski’s Meadowview Farms. I got to do 
what every horse crazy kid only dreams about, and still today 
feel so indebted to Tia, Al, and Kirk for letting  me be a part of 
the “ride”. My Aunt Sue and my cousin Stacie deserve all the 
credit for me learning showmanship. We would watch Richard 
Shrake videos all day, and then practice in the evenings with 
Whiskey, my favorite Quarter Horse. 

Saddleseat, Showmanship and Halter have always been my 
favorite classes but, I also have done Bareback, Dressage, 
Western, Huntseat, Native Costume, Show Hack, Pleasure 
Driving and Side Saddle. I was part of the Howell High School 
equestrian team and we had two State Championship and 
two Reserve State Championship seasons. The final year, as 
a youth exhibitor, my parents bought me the amazing SSTAR 
AATTRACTION ++++//. With the help of Mike and Terri Budd  
we won so many things that year but, I think reaching the goal 
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of his Legion of Master and Legion of Excellence was the 
biggest accomplishment for me.

From there I took a few years off showing, and with the 
help of Stacie Zurek and Lisa Ulman, bought an unbroke 
beauty named RVF Kozmic Flash, who, unknown to me at 
the time,  would help me through some very rough roads 
ahead.  I was married in 2001 to David Hawes, shortly 
after finishing nursing school and we had our first child, 
Trenton, in 2005. In 2006, I found out on a Monday, that I 
was pregnant with Dylan and that Saturday lost my husband 
David in a horrible car accident. He would have been 30 that 
year and it would have been our fifth anniversary. Trenton 
was only 9 months old at the time and if it wasn’t for my 
family (work and horse show family too!) I know I wouldn’t 
have made it. I would spend hours alone just hugging Flash 
in the barn crying. He was truly my shoulder to cry on and 
eventually, he taught my boys how to ride. 

EMAA has been a huge part of my boy’s and my lives and I 
am so thankful to have this Association for them to learn 
and grow. I need to give a lot of credit to Ryan Silsbe for 
jumping into my horse crazy life and helping me continue 
to do what I love. We now have 3 boys, and Jameson made 
his first debut last year in Pee Wee in hand classes. 

A close friend told me the other day that “it isn’t the 
showing but, the friendships we have made over the years 
showing that really matters” and she is so right. I have 
met many phenomenal people and horses over the years 
and most of them are still my closest friends. Thinking of 
everyone who has made my life so special would take up 
pages and pages but, I hope everyone knows who they are. 
I know for sure that without the support of my parents JIm 
and Debbie Peters and my grandparents Beav and Kay, my 
life would never be the same. My focus this year again will 
be on my boys, eventually I will get back in the ring when 
they get older. This year I also plan to breed my beautiful 
mare (the only mare that I have ever got along with) KLM 
At Last. My love really is to just sit in the pasture with the 
horses, brushing them and enjoy their company. I have 
been so blessed to show all these years and travel all across 
the U.S. and Canada. Everyone close to me knows that the 
day I cannot walk out to the barn I am ready to leave this 
earth as crazy as it sounds to non-horse people! This will 
likely be my last year as EMAA President. I have given 
EMAA many years of my life and it is time for the torch to 
be passed on and my children to get my attention. It takes 
hours and hours of work keeping this Association afloat, 
don’t forget to thank your Board members and Volunteers 
for their service. 
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JenniFer edwards
Vice President
Two Lies and a Truth!

1. I love trail riding
2. Country music is my favorite
3. I’m the shortest of 5 siblings
(see bottom for answer)

I manage  Ambiance Arabians in Swartz Creek, MI. Where I give riding 
lessons while my husband , Josh, is the primary trainer at the farm. We 
currently own  6 horses that range from 2 years old to 33 years old. We 
own four dogs, two German shepherds, a husky/pit mix and a labradoodle.  
We also have a house cat named Linda.

Highlights of 2019:
We took an incredible group of horses to Canadian Nationals, including 
our own  filly, JJE Valenza,  who was shown to a Top Ten in yearling halter 

Looking  forward to 2020:
Im excited for our two expected foals. One is by Evalution, a QR Marc son. 
The other is by Asgard of Rohan, my favorite  Eden C son. Our son Ashton 
is graduating from Connections Academy High School in May. Our show 
schedule includes all 4 EMAA shows, All Arab, Showtime, a few regional 
shows and US Nationals. We are remodeling our kitchen!

The truth? At 5’2”, my four sisters and  1 brother tower over me. I actually 
love most music, but country is my least favorite. Also, with my hatred of 
bugs and sunburns… I’m more likely to stay in the indoor arena than step 
out on a trail ride.

sharon MUrch
Treasurer & Memberships
My name is Sharon Murch and I am EMAA’s Financial Manager and 
Treasurer; I am beginning my second term of office in the Club. 
When you review the EMAA newsletters you will find the Treasurer’s 
report however, if you have any questions please contact me at  
EMAATreasurer@gmail.com. When reviewing our financial position, 
keep in mind that we must maintain a balance in our account that would 
pay cancellation fees to all four show contracts and other expenses should 
we have to cancel show(s). 

My daughter and I have been EMAA members for several years; we have 
four Arabians and we had our first purebred foal last year, he (Whiskey 
Mac) is out of our Versace daughter sired by Major Mac V.

For my full time job, I am an IT Specialist employed by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, Office of Information and Technology; I am also an 
adjunct instructor teaching at a local University.
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allison Jones
Secretary
Hello, EMAA! My name is Allison Jones and I am your EMAA Board Secretary.  
This is my second year of my first term serving on the board.  I have been 
a member of EMAA for about six years now and am so passionate about 
this organization. During the shows you can normally find me somewhere 
near the dressage ring either helping Kim, working the in gate, or scribing 
for the judge.  I also occasionally show my horse, Andante Bello, in the 
dressage ring or sometimes in the main ring. If you see me around this 
show season please stop me and introduce yourself and say hello! I love 
meeting members and their horses! 

Kelly beaUbien
Director at Large
Two Facts and a Fiction!

1. I graduated from the Michigan State University’s Horse 
2. The first time I showed at EMAA was actually in Open Breed dressage
3. I’m a Marvel Movie fanatic
(see bottom for answer)

My name is Kelly Beaubien, and this will be my fourth year serving on your 
board of directors as Director at Large. 

Prior to being voted into that position, I spent a few years volunteering as 
the gymkhana coordinator, helping with youth activities, and any other 
area that needed extra hands. I love being a part of this organization and 
take a lot of pride in working to strengthen different programs and help 
you enjoy your time at EMAA even more. Over the last two years I’ve also 
helped develop our Ride for the Gold challenge and partner with Tribute 
feeds to raise money for more fun activities!

At home, I lead a busy life of riding, training, and giving lessons at 
our farm DoubleStar Equestrian. Purchasing a foreclosed property and 
rebuilding was never part of my life goals, but I fell into an opportunity 
that I just couldn’t pass up! Over the last three years, we have muscled 
through project after project and are on our way to creating a beautiful 
facility. I enjoy working with all different types of horses and riders, but 
after years of being in the rodeo and quarter horse world, I feel like I’ve 
found a true fit with Arabians. 

In my precious little down time, I enjoy living the life of a sixty year old 
crazy cat lady. Outside of horses, my next favorite hobbies include reading 
murder mysteries, gardening, crafting, and hanging with my cats. 

Fiction: The first time I showed at EMAA was actually in Open Breed dressage
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victoria GUzMán
Show Manager
Hi All - I’m Victoria Guzman, owner of Victory Equine Services, where I offer 
Equine Sports Massage Therapy, Show Management, and Saddle Fitting. I 
have shown horses for 15 years, and while I show stock horses in the reining 
world now, I have owned and loved a couple of Arabians in years past. 

I’m an avid animal lover and live in Southwest Michigan on a small poultry 
farm with my fiancé, yellow lab and 4 cats. When I’m not at a horse show 
or on the farm, I love to travel and explore new countries with my fiancé. 

I’m a Michigan State graduate and have over 10 years of horse show 
management, both on the local and national level. I’m looking forward to 
working with EMAA this year! 

lorraine PelKey
Director at Large
I’ve been around horses since 1998 when I bought Kaylyn  a little grey Arabian 
called “China Mist”. I’m the mom, like many of you, that took both of them to 
lessons and clinics. We didn’t think of getting a different horse.   I just wanted for 
Kaylyn and China to be the best at what they together were capable of together.

We joined a local 4-H program and we both learned a lot. We joined EMAA in 
2005 and have been here ever since. You’ll recognize me, I’m the one holding 
horses even with a broken elbow. I usually have a bag full of cleaning products 
to clean Kaylyn’s boots and the boots of the kids around us. I get cold drinks 
for people on hot days and hot drinks for people on cold days. Some people 
probably wonder why I still come with Kaylyn to the horse shows. Kaylyn is 
old enough to go to the horse show by herself. The truth is I love EMAA and 
I love spending quality time with my daughter and that little grey Arabian 
called China Mist. That’s worth it to me!

rebecca rett
Director at Large & Office Manager
Hi! My name is Rebecca, and I was elected as a Director at Large for this 
season. You’ve also probably met me a few times in the Show Office as I’ve 
served as the EMAA Show Manager from 2016 to 2019. 

I have always loved horses, and I’ve been showing EMAA on and off since I 
was about 10 years old. I purchased my half-arabian gelding, Jazz a few years 
ago and have been showing him in the halter division the past few seasons.

When I’m not a horse show (which isn’t often ;) ), I work full-time for Neogen 
as a Territory Manager/Sales Rep, In my spare time. I enjoy spending time 
with my husband, Brian, our two dogs and two cats, as well as family and 
friends! I look forward to serving the EMAA Membership! 
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KiM winGer
Dressage Secretary
Hi, EMAA! I work at the shows as the Dressage Secretary which I have been 
doing for about 15 years. It has been a pleasure to see the dressage program 
grow over the years. I have been on various committees over the years, help 
with the banquet, track points for the year end awards, as well as hire the 
judges for dressage. I have also previously served on the board as Director at 
Large for a few terms in the past years.

My EMAA experience began when my daughter, Megan was 13. We were 
introduced to the club as a fun show when she was leasing a half-Arabian. We 
then became owners of a purebred Arabian of our own. We bought Tearah Bey 
when she was three years old and she is now showing in the Senior class. We 
also have Famous in Vegaz, who started his EMAA career as a Junior horse this 
two years ago. I have enjoyed being a show mom and now a proud Grammy 
now that my granddaughter is starting to show in Lead-line classes.

During the show season, we spend our time together camping at the shows, 
although the weather often does not cooperate. We usually try and have 
a campfire so we can enjoy S’mores and good company and come home 
exhausted like everyone else.

I am a Registered Nurse by license and work managing a national team of 
nurse educators for a pharmaceutical company. It is a rewarding job that 
provides me with opportunity to travel a bit as well. I am married to my 
husband, Matt, have three grown daughters, Megan and Tara are twins, 
Madi, my youngest, and two granddaughters, Abby and Bella. As a family, 
we are active in our Venture church family in the Hartland area which is a 
contemporary experience. It is a community of people that enrich the lives of 
others through faith and offers an inspirational opportunity to serve others.

We have always enjoyed our time at the EMAA shows because of the family 
friendly atmosphere and the friends we have made along the way. Looking 
forward to many more years of fun with you all!

dani Maser
Youth Activities 
Hi I am Dani Maser ,Youth Director for the EMAA board.  I have 2 kids that 
show at EMAA, Austin Mazurek and Sami Maser.  I have been with EMAA 
since Austin was 2yrs old he is now 21!  I showed a little bit a few years ago 
but for me it was too stressful when I was the show Mom.  EMAA has been 
a family for Austin growing up so now he pops in to show when he can and 
helps out when he is here with gates and ring Stewart.  As the youth director 
I try to have activities planned on the Saturday night of the shows so the 
kids can come together and meet other youth and have fun.   If you have kids 
please encourage them to come to the Saturday night activities they will 
have a good time!! Plus there are always prizes!!


